
MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS  
February 19, 2026 

 
The Board of Park Commissioners held their regular meeting on February 19, 2026 in the Tom 
Baker meeting room of the City/County Building.  President Zimmerman called the meeting to 
order at 5:15 pm.  The pledge of allegiance was said. Commissioners Gilbertson, Herzog, Jeske 
and Redmann were present.   
 
Commissioner Gilbertson moved to approve the agenda with the addition of an item relating to 
the 2026 fertilizer bids.  Commissioner Redmann seconded the motion, and the voting went as 
follows:  Ayes:  Commissioners Gilbertson, Herzog, Jeske, Redmann, and President Zimmerman.  
The nays being none, the motion carried.   
 
Sergeant Elliot Carvell with the Burleigh County Sheriff’s Department presented Park District 
employees David Robinson and Seth Johnson with the Golden Citizen Award for their assistance 
in rescuing a man in distress at McDowell Dam in February 2025. 
 
The featured partners and programs were Kristin Wilhelm, president of the Bismarck Figure 
Skating Club and Mikayla Jablonski Jahner, executive director of the Bismarck Hockey Boosters. 

 
Operations Director David Mayer reviewed four bids with the board.  Commissioner Herzog 
moved to accept the apparent low bid of $55,487.50 received from Brandoz Concrete, Inc. for 
the Tom O’Leary tennis half court replacement project.  Commissioner Gilbertson seconded the 
motion, and the voting went as follows:  Ayes:  Commissioners Gilbertson, Herzog, Jeske, 
Redmann, and President Zimmerman.  The nays being none, the motion carried.   
 
Commissioner Jeske moved to accept the apparent low bid of $61,787 from JB Surfaces, Inc. for 
the Tom O’Leary tennis court resurfacing project.  Commissioner Redmann seconded the 
motion, and the voting went as follows:  Ayes:  Commissioners Gilbertson, Herzog, Jeske, 
Redmann, and President Zimmerman.  The nays being none, the motion carried.   
 
Commissioner Gilbertson moved to accept the bid from Boom Concrete, Inc. for the installation 
of a vault toilet at the Walt Neuen’s Horse Arena and a storage shed at the Sertoma sand 
volleyball courts, both items with the add-on options for a total bid price of 
$55,645.25.Commissioner Jeske seconded the motion, and the voting went as follows:  Ayes:  
Commissioners Gilbertson, Herzog, Jeske, Redmann, and President Zimmerman.  The nays 
being none, the motion carried.   
 
The Board approved fertilizer bids in December 2025.  Two items were awarded to Reinders, 
Inc. who stated they made a mistake in their pricing, so they are not able to provide the items 
awarded.  Commissioner Herzog moved to rescind the fertilizer award to Reinders, Inc. and 
award 240 bags of 25-5-12 w/micronutrients to The Tessman Company in the amount of 
$5,911.20 and 480 bags of  24-0-12 to The Tessman Company in the amount of $19,574.40.  
Commissioner Redmann seconded the motion, and the voting went as follows:  Ayes:  



Commissioners Gilbertson, Herzog, Jeske, Redmann, and President Zimmerman.  The nays 
being none, the motion carried.   
 
Commissioner Jeske reviewed the round one matching grant applications.  Commissioner 
Herzog moved to approve the following recommendations: 

Applicant Project Title Proposed Funding 
Recommended 

BPS – Will Moore Elementary 
School 

Will-Moore Elementary 
Playground $25,000.00 

BPS – Solheim Elementary 
School 

Solheim Elementary 
Playground $8,000.00 

Bismarck Rotary Club Bismarck Rotary Arboretum $2,500.00 
Bismarck Mandan Lacrosse 

Association Collapsible Goals $875.00 

Nishu Bowmen Archery 
Complex Range Maintenance $5,040.00 

Theo Arts School New Table & Shelves $3,500.00 
Aquastorm Swim Club Turn Master Pro Swim Wall $2,247.66 

Bismarck Horse Club BHC Horse Barn Door 
Improvement and Wash rack $4,412.00 

Satchel Paige Statue - BRC Satchel Paige Statue Project $25,000.00 
TOTAL  $76,574.66 

 
Commissioner Gilbertson seconded the motion, and the voting went as follows:  Ayes:  
Commissioners Gilbertson, Herzog, Jeske, Redmann, and President Zimmerman.  The nays 
being none, the motion carried.   
 
Executive Director Klipfel provided information on a request for him to appear before the 
Garrison Diversion Conservancy District (GDCD) hearing Tuesday, March 24, 2026 to consider 
the request of Burleigh County to withdraw from the GDCD.  He would provide information on 
the grants the Park District has received from the GDCD.  Commissioner Jeske moved approval 
for Executive Director Klipfel to appear at the meeting as requested.  Commissioner Redmann 
seconded the motion, and the voting went as follows:  Ayes:  Commissioners Gilbertson, 
Herzog, Jeske, Redmann, and President Zimmerman.  The nays being none, the motion carried.   
 
Commissioner Gilbertson moved to approve the following consent agenda: 
• Consideration of January 15, 2026 Board meeting minutes. 
• Request to dispose of obsolete records : 

o BLAST, Activity Center and Safety village documents 2011-2012, 2022 adult volleyball 
rosters, and 2012-2022 adult softball rosters 



 



• Correction of portable toilet servicing bid – The service rate for ADA Spiffy Biffs was 
incorrectly listed at $64 per unit when the bid was approved, but it should have been listed 
at $94. 

• Consideration of consultant agreements and request approval to call for bids: 
o Custer Park performance stage replacement project – AGL Landscape Architects 
o Century Avenue to Sunrise Park trail – KLJ   

• Request Board authorization to apply for grants: 
o Community Development Block Grant 
o Destination Development Grant 

Commissioner Redmann seconded the motion, and the voting went as follows:  Ayes:  
Commissioners Gilbertson, Herzog, Jeske, Redmann, and President Zimmerman.  The nays 
being none, the motion carried.   
 
Commissioner Gilbertson moved to approve bills for payment with checks 408381 to 408404, 
and 220682 to 220856 along with bank drafts DFT001669 to DFT001695, EFTs 3740 to 3783 and 
direct deposits 95660 to 97059.  Commissioner Jeske seconded the motion, and the voting 
went as follows:  Ayes:  Commissioners Gilbertson, Herzog, Jeske, Redmann, and President 
Zimmerman.  The nays being none, the motion carried.   
 
Commissioner Jeske moved to have the board go into executive session for the purposes of 
discussing the Executive Director applications that are considered confidential at this time.  The 
Park Board has the authority to go into executive session for this purpose pursuant to NDCC 44-
04-18.27.  Commissioner Gilbertson seconded the motion, and the voting went as follows:  
Ayes:  Commissioners Herzog, Gilbertson, Jeske, Redmann and President Zimmerman.  The nays 
being none, the motion carried. 
 
The board went into executive session at 6:26 pm.  Present at the executive session were 
Commissioners Gilbertson, Herzog, Jeske, Redmann, President Zimmerman, Legal Counsel John 
Ward, Executive Director Kevin Klipfel, and Administrative Services Manager Julie Fornshell.  
The Park District has the authority to go into executive session for the purposes of discussing 
the Executive Director applications that are considered confidential at this time.  The Park 
Board has the authority to go into executive session for this purpose pursuant to NDCC 44-04-
18.27.   
 
Commissioner Herzog moved to adjourn the executive session at 7:16 pm.  The regular Park 
Board meeting was reconvened at 7:16 pm and the doors to the meeting were opened to the 
public. 
 
Commissioner Herzog moved to continue advertising the position with a deadline of 5:00 pm on 
March 13, 2026 and make the following changes to the requirements of the position: 

• Add a related bachelor’s degree to the minimum requirements with a master’s degree 
preferred 

• A minimum of seven years of full-time progressively responsible administrative and 
executive level management leadership experience.  



• Applicant must possess a current professional certification (CPRP or CPRE) through the 
National Recreation and Park Association, or the successful applicant must become 
certified within six months of hire date.  

Commissioner Redmann seconded the motion, and the voting went as follows:  Ayes:  
Commissioners Herzog, Gilbertson, Jeske, Redmann and President Zimmerman.  The nays being 
none, the motion carried. 
 
There will be a strategic planning session on February 23, 2026 at 4:00 pm at the Hillside 
Aquatic Complex Community Room.  The next regular Board meeting will be held on March 19, 
2026 at 5:15 pm in the Tom Baker Meeting Room.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:32 pm.   
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